
People of Color Take the Struggle 
Higher vs. the GOP in New York City 


From a infos 

Hundreds of radical, anti-au¬ 
thoritarian, and anarchist people of 
color marched as a contingent within 
the enormous United For Peace and 
Justice march in New York City on 
August 29. The informal bloc in¬ 
cluded individuals who identify as 
anarchist people of color, some 
white allies, and many local com¬ 
munity groups. A high-spirited del¬ 
egation of over fifty anti-imperialist 
activists of color from the Bay Area 
named “Siafu" a Swahili name for 
an ant known to travel in swarms of 
up to 20 million and take down ani¬ 
mals as large as elephants- flew in 
from the Bay Area in California to 
collaborate in this week’s mass pro¬ 
tests of the Republican National 
Convention. 

The atmosphere was festive and 
energized as activists clapped, 
shouted, and sang while marching 
with over 250,000 people to Madi¬ 
son Square Garden where the con¬ 
ventions are being held. 

“Justice for the Third World now! 
“Shout it out: Revolution! Enough 
is enough! The people must rise up!” 
“Bush! Get out!” 

Tensions flared briefly when at 
least a dozen “protest warriors"- right 
wing counter-protesters carrying 
signs reading slogans such as “New 
York Welcomes the RNC. Now Go 
F*@# Yourself!" pushed through the 
march, dividing the bloc of people 
of color. Several antagonistic indi¬ 
viduals were verbally combative to¬ 
ward activists of color but were 
quickly contained by other march¬ 
ers and even the police. 

“It’s important for us to be here 
in order to make the point that as 
people of color we are most directly 
affected by Republican policies of 
war both at home and abroad. In the 
U.S. we bear the brunt ►►► 



September 2004 

DAYS OF NOTE 
THIS MONTH 

September 5 

23 conscientious 
objectors deliver 
collective letter of 
resistance to the 
apartheid policing by 
the South African 
Defense Forces in 
Cape Town. (1987) 

September 7 

Mozambique’s Victory 
Day marks the end of 
over a decade of 
guerilla struggle 
against Portuguese 
colonial rule. (1974) 

September 9 

The first strike by 
African-American 
plantation workers, 
for $1 a day in 
Georgia and 
Arkansas, is lost. 
(1891) 

September 13 

Students at Oberlin 
College free fugitive 
slave from slave 
catchers. (1858) 

September 17 

U.S. government 
enters into first treaty 
it made with Native 
Americans. (1778) 

September 21 

Nicaraguan dictator 
Anastasio Somoza 
assassinated by 
Rigoberto Lopez 
Perez. (1956) 

September 24 

Saigon, Vietnam, is 
taken by revolutionary 
forces, with workers, 
peasants and the 
poor setting up 
revolutionary 
communes around 
the city. (1945) 

September 26 

Gandhi ends fast 
against separate 
electorate for 
untouchables. 

(1932) 

September 28 

Indigenous peoples 
from around the globe 
meet in Bolivia to 
discuss globalization 
(1994) 

September 30 

The National Farm 
Workers Association 
forms at a convention 
called by Cesar 
Chavez in Fresno, 
California. The group 
would later become 
the United Farm 
Workers. (1962) 

Additions? Correx? 
apoc@illegalvoices.org 




























of cuts in funding for education, in¬ 
creased militarism in our neighbor¬ 
hoods, as well as racist 
scapegoating of immigrants. Abroad 
we fight against corporate global¬ 
ization, capitalism, and imperialism 
like we always have. We will con¬ 
tinue to fight for justice, and right 
now that begins with ousting Bush 
from his illegitimate office," com¬ 
mented one young woman who 
chose not to give her name. 

Many of the marchers - who or- 
ganize with community groups 
around issues ranging from queer lib¬ 
eration to tenant’s rights, police bru¬ 
tality to healthcare - are also in¬ 
volved in the Still We Rise coalition. 
Still We Rise represents over 35 
organizations that work day to day 
with and are led by poor people and 
people of color to create tangible 
changes in their lives. The coalition 
included New Yorkers who are home¬ 
less, living with HIV/AIDS, struggling 
with the welfare system, and who 
have experienced repressive drug 
laws and the criminal justice system. 



People of color fighting the power on the streets of NYC. 


Our Culture, Our Resistance Out 9/11 


About the zine 

Wildfire: A Chronicle 
of Oppressed 
People’s Organizing 
is a monthly 
publication in support 
of and solidarity with 
the anarchist/ 
autonomous people of 
color movement. Your 
writings, feedback, 
art and participation 
are welcome and 
appreciated. Send 
email to 

apoc@illegalvoices.org. 

APOC Website: 

www.illegalvoices.org 


It won’t be dropping out of the 
sky, but Our Culture, Our Resis¬ 
tance: People of Color Speak Out 
on Anarchism, Race, Class and 
Gender , the first book relating ideas 
of the autonomous people of color 
movement, is set for public release 
on September 11, 2004. 

Over the last decade, demon¬ 
strations by Third World people 
against globalization, neoliberalism 
and related issues have captured the 
imagination of the world. From the 
militancy of street protest to the 
fight for autonomy advocated by the 
Ejercitio Zapatista de Liberacion 
Nacional (EZLN, also known as the 
Zapatistas), radical politics led by 
people of color is quickly evolving. 

A small but growing movement 
of people of color is developing a 
new conversation that advocates 
anti-authoritarianism and anarchism 
as solutions to our collective 
struggle. Such a movement is largely 
led by youth, and such advocacy is 
a departure from the old-guard poli¬ 
tics espoused by revolutionaries of 
color. Many of these organizers met 
in October 2003 in Detroit for the 
first Anarchist People of Color con¬ 
ference. Others continue to orga¬ 


nize and agitate to find bottom-up 
answers to the freedom movement’s 
most perplexing questions. 

Over the last three years, there 
has been a great deal of interest in 
the voices of people of color in the 
anarchist movement, as well as its 
various tendencies. Although a few 
voices receive much interest, this 
movement is diverse, at times con¬ 
tentious and among the most vibrant 
tendencies. 

Our Culture, Our Resistance 
seeks to bring together those diverse 
ideas in a unique way and in a 
unique format. Rather than 
wrangling with publishers (the 
most prominent one of which 
wanted pieces rewritten), 

Our Culture, Our Resis 
tance will be 
kicked to the 
streets in an 
easy-to-print 
and mass copy 
format for every¬ 
one to be their own 
distributor. Putting 
your own copies 
out, selling them, 
or just setting 
them at the barber 


shop and everywhere else is highly 
encouraged! Please keep in mind 
that the writers are not being paid 
for their words, so sell the book fairly; 
the articles themselves are still the 
property of the authors. 

Mark your calendars! Our Cul¬ 
ture, Our Resistance will be avail¬ 
able in printable PDF format at 
www.illegalvoices.org on September 
11,2004. 















